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World Championships, 2010

The 2010 World Championships in Paris,
held in the oppulent surroundings of the
Grand Palais, brought together the best
fencers in the world including two from
Ireland: Andrew Fenwick and Owen
McNamee.

Fencing in the Mens Sabre event and in
his first World Championships, Owen
McNamee achieved the best result of his
career to date. Victories against PG.
Azahari of Brunei and Berezovsky of
Israel meant progression to the first
round of Direct Elimination where he
easily defeated Mohsin, an Iraqi, before
going on to the 96-64 round where he
met lliasz. The 35th seed Hungarian,
who had beaten Owen on two previous
occasions in FIE events, won the match
6/15 and Owen thus exited the
competition with a final position of 94th
out of 126. Although he felt he could
have gone one more in the pool, to give
him a higher seed, he was still pleased

with his result. McNamee afterwards
spoke positively about his future chances
saying he feels he’s ‘in the best position
I've ever been in to achieve some good
results at international level.’

The following day, Andrew Fenwick
(pictured above) competed in the Mens
Epee event placing 96th out of 198
fencers — a significant improvement on
his 122nd place finish in Antalya in 2009.
Similarly to Owen, Andrew progressed
from pool with 2 victories against the
Ivory Coast's Memel and Barbados’
Rodriguez. In the first round of DE he
defeated no. 59 seeded Russian,
Khodos (pictured above) to advance to
2nd round of DE where he exited against
Levit, an Israeli seeded 123rd, with a
score of 8/15. Although, similarly to
Owen, Andy felt he could have picked up
at least one more victory in the pool, he
was especially pleased to defeat the
Russian in his first round of DE.




FIE Congress, Moscow, December 2010

The most noteworthy decision at the
annual FIE congress, which took place in
Moscow on the 4 and 5 December is that
the visor mask is now no longer
compulsory in FIE sabre events (see
‘Summary of decisions of the 2010
Congress’, p. 17). The use of such
masks is still suspended in foil and epee

events (see Urgent Letter 3-10 of

February 8, 2010).

Use of visor mask is also optional for
sabre events in_ lIreland and not
allowed in Foil and Epee events.

All documents referred to above are
available on the FIE website: www.fie.ch

Irish Open, 4-5 December 2010

Despite the best efforts of the weather
to frustrate its organisation, the Irish
Open took place in the RDS this
December.

The Saturday’s events included the
fourth Dublin Men’s Epee FIE Satellite
as well as the Women'’s Foil and Epee.
With only one Irish fencer reaching
the Last 16 in the satellite the semi-
finalists consisted of three Germans
and an ltalian. In the end it was the
Italian, Concilio, who came out on top
to claim his first satellite win. In the
Women’s Foil event that day Anna
Smith won out by the narrowest of
margins, 15-14, over Joana Ramalho
while Hannah Lowry-O’'Reilly
triumphed in the Women’s Epee at the
expense of Lorraine McGill to win her
first open title.

On the Sunday, Brendan Cusack won
the Men’s Foil in impressive style. As
well as winning the Irish Open his
strong international results have put
him in the Top 100 Juniors in the
World for the second season running.

Coaching Courses

The next IFF Level 1 Coaching course
has been announced. The course will
run over three weekends in St.
Conleths School in Ballsbridge. The
dates will be as follows: 12/13, 19/20
and 27 March. Tristan Parris will be
running the course, which is open to
everyone. Anyone who are interested
in improving their coaching ability or
in beginning to learn about the
coaching process are encouraged to
consider taking part in the course. The
cost of the course is €100. To book

Women’s Sabre saw Niamh Spence
rewarded for travelling to the RDS from
Northern Ireland when she won the
title of Irish Champion. In the last
match of the day Owen McNamee
faced off against his club mate,
Raphael Gilmas in the Men’s Sabre
final which was noteworthy both for its
high quality as well as for its
sportsmanship: coming to the end of
the bout and with Gilmas in control of
the match holding a 14-11 lead, the
referee awarded what would have
been the winning point to the
Frenchman. Despite being awarded
the point, Gilmas signalled that his
initial action had failed and that the
point was rightfully McNamee’s. To the
warm applause of the spectators
McNamee was awarded the point to
close the gap to 14-12 but he was
unable to overturn the two-point deficit
completely and Gilmas went on to win
15-13. With this victory Gilmas
ensured that he has won the Irish Open
both times he has entered it.

For a full list of winners see page 3.

your place on the course email
secretary@irishfencing.net

If you have any queries on the content
of the course contact Tristan Parris on
tristanparris@hotmail.com

In other coaching news, the new
coaches who successfully completed
their Level 1 coaching course with
Tristan Parris and Fionbarr Farrell in
September last will be presented with
their certificates at the National
Championships in Maynooth on 10
Aoril.

Bl www.irishfencing.net



Irish Open, 4-5 December 2010

Mens Epee, FIE Satellite:
1. Francesco Concilio — ITA
2. Toni Kneist — GER
3. Fabian Herzberg — GER
3. Te-Mao Tran — GER

Mens Foil:
1. Brendan Cusack — Clinton
2. Fergal Martin — NUIM
3. Nicolas Dupin — PUC

3. Clarke Little — Grosvenor

Men’s Sabre:
1. Raphael Gilmas — US Metro
2. Owen McNamee — US Metro
3. Richard Magee — Foyle
3. Jack McHugh — DUFC

Womens Epee:
1. Hanah Lowry-O’Reilly - DUFC
2. Lorraine McGill - NUIM
3. Jacinta Clair — UCC

3. Fiona Haldane — Grosvenor

Womens Foil:
1. Anna Smith — DUFC
2. Joana Ramalho — UCD
3. Viviane Brefort — DUFC
3. Stephanie Gales — UCC

Womens Sabre:
1. Niamh Spence — Foyle
2. Helen Naddy — DUFC
3. Alexandra Lolies — DKIT
3. Aoife O’Loughlin —UCC

Vinnie Duffy Sabre, 6 November 2010

Men’s Sabre:
1. David Downey — Foyle
2. James Nicoll — Foyle
3. Stephen Concannon — DUFC
3. Lee Kitson — UU

Women’s Sabre
1. Niamh Spence — Foyle
2. Alexandra Lolies — DKIT
3. Alexandra Christie — UCD
3. Andie Cleary — DKIT

Trinity Cup, 20 November 2010

1. DUFC 1
2. DUFC 2
3. ‘Mine’s a Pint’

3.UCD 1

Prof. Duffy Team Epee, 29-30 Jan 2011

Men’s Event
1. Pembroke ‘Bali’
2.DUFC 1
3. UCC ‘Barry’s Tea’
3. Salle Duffy

Women’s Event
1. Marburg
2. MPAI + 1
3.DUFC 2
3.UCD 2

www.irishfencing.net
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Northern Ireland Open, 15-16 January 201:

Mens Epee:
1. Andrew Fenwick — Foyle
2. Stephan Munn — Haverstock
3. David O’Donnell - LIMU
3. Andrew Pollock — Foyle

Mens Foil:
1. David Alexander — Nottingham
2. Clarke Little — Grosvenor
3. Richard Allen — Salle Boston

3. Conor Nagle — Pembroke

Men’s Sabre:
1. David Downey — Foyle
2. Tom Nicolls — Chilwell Blades
3. Sptehen Concannon — U/A

3. David Jackson — Grosvenor

Womens Epee:
1. Louise Heighton — York Uni
2. Catherine Gracey — York Uni
3. Fiona Haldane — Grosvenor
3. Lorraine McGill - NUIM

Womens Foil:
1. Anna Smith — DUFC
2. Joana Ramalho — UCD
3. Victoria Duxbury — Sullivan

3. Katie Gillespie — Foyle

Womens Sabre:
1. Ellie Collier — Lazlo
2. Naomi Lee — AFU
3. Helen Naddy — DUFC
3. Niamh Spence — Foyle

Refereeing Developments

By Michael Ryan

As all our fencers are no doubt aware:
every fencing competition needs
referees. The FIE has a system for
qualifying referees, and some years ago
Tony Quinn qualified under their scheme.
He is still the only referee active on the
Irish circuit to have done so and no
mention of refereeing in Ireland, North or
South, should pass without including a
‘thank you’ to Tony for his great
contribution. Apart from his work in
competitions here, he has often made it
possible for us to meet the refereeing

requirement when fencers travel to
competitions abroad when, if groups
above a certain size are not

accompanied by a qualified referee, a
substantial fine can be incurred.

Other than the FIE we have no system
for recognizing or qualifying referees at
present. About five years ago the IFF
committee agreed with a suggestion by
Nat O’Connor, who then organized a

group of people who had been active in
refereeing and drew up a detailed
proposal for a referees’ association. A lot
of thanks are due to them for their work.
More recently, David Couper drew up
questions for a basic examination in
referring, which he has kindly offered to
make available.

The IFF committee is now trying to move
this forward. The most appropriate
structure seems to be a “Referees
Committee”, analogous in many ways to
the “Selectors Committee”, and drawing
heavily on Nat's document, with the aims
of recognizing and rewarding the work of
referees, improving standards, and
having more F.L.E. recognized referees.
The recent introductory course on
refereeing, held in Trinity College on 28
November 2010, should help with these
aims and is hopefully the first of many. A
discussion is planned for the next
meeting of the IFF Committee and
progress will be reported here. In the
meantime, be kind to referees — where
would we be without them?




Recent Irish Results in FIE competitions

Stockholm Men’s Epee Satellite
22 January:

10. Andrew Fenwick

53. Benedict Chambers

Trophée Maitre Roger Nigon, Junior A
Grade

22 January:

135. Ulysse Coneys

London Men's Foil Satellite
5 December:

82. Christopher Cooke

90. Lachlan Sykes

103. Conor Nagle

Eden Cup, Junior Men's Foil A-grade
4 December:
55. Brendan Cusack

Dublin Men's Epee FIE Satellite
4 December

14. David Burnside

17. Andrew Fenwick

22. Aidan Clarke

23. James Simpson

24. Arthur Lanigan O’Keefe
27. Ulysse Coneys

28. Colm Flynn

32. Keith Halloran

34. Owen McConnell

36. David O’Donnell

39. Rory Greenan

40. Richard Noonan

41. Alex Shindler-Kelly

44. Shane Whelan

Oslo Men's Epee Satellite
27 November:
35. Benedict Chambers

Bratislava Men's Epee Junior A-Grade
20 November:
190. Ulysse Coneys

Amsterdam Men's Foil Satellite
14 November:

31. Conor Nagle

39. Chris Cooke

41. Fergal Martin

Amsterdam Men's Sabre Satellite
14 November:

18. Owen McNamee

34. Stephen Concannon

X Challenge J.-B. Coulon, Junior Men's
Foil A Grade:

6 November:

17. Brendan Cusack

World Championships

4-8 November:

Men's Sabre - 94. Owen McNamee
Men's Epee - 96. Andrew Fenwick

Copenhagen Men's Epee Satellite, 31
October:
10. Andrew Fenwick

Ghent Men's Sabre Satellite
23 October:

16. Owen McNamee

21. Stephen Concannon

Men’s All-Weapons Event

Due to the now well established presence
of an FIE Men's Epée Satellite as part of
the Irish Open, the IFF Committee has
decided to award the 'All Weapons'
trophy at the Irish Senior National
Championships in future. It was decided
that the inclusion of the FIE Satellite as
part of the competition for the trophy gave
an unfair weighting of the criteria in favour
of those fencers who specialise in épée.

It is hoped that moving the award to the
Nationals will see an increase in the
amount of fencers taking part in all three
weapons at that event to vie for the title of
'Irish National All-Weapons Champion.'
The men's event will join the women's,
which has been part of the Irish Senior
Nationals since last year.

The Nationals will take place in NUI
Maynooth on 9-10 April.

www.irishfencing.net



Calendar

The following are the forthcoming confirmed competitions on the Irish Calendar.
Please note the resurection of the National Team Championships — which will take
place on 2/3 April at University of Limerick Arena — and the Dublin Epee — which will
take place in Trinity College Dublin on 16 April.

February:

5-6: Trinity Team Foil, Trinity College Dublin

12-13: East of Ireland Open, UCD

26-27: lIrish Intervarsity Championships, NUI Galway

2-3: National Team Championships, University of Limerick
9-10: lIrish Senior Nationals, NUI Maynooth

16: Dublin Epee, Trinity College Dublin

For further details on entry to these events see the calendar on the Irish Fencing
website (www.irishfencing.net/competition/calendar.html)

National Training Day

The next IFF Training Day in all weapons will take place in on Saturday 26 March. To
confirm your place email secretary@irishfencing.net

The session will run from 9.00 to 3.30 and will cost €25. Venue TBC.
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